We claim: 



1. An airbag module comprising an inflator, an airbag and at least one 
substantially tape or cord shaped measuring element, a first end of the at 
least one substantially tape or cord shaped measuring element is connected 
to an interior surface of the airbag and a second end of at least one 
substantially tape or cord shaped measuring element is arranged in a storage 
device for the measuring element, whereby between the first and the second 
ends of the at least one substantially tape or cord shaped measuring element 
is located a measuring device for the measurement of the advance movement 
distance, the advance movement velocity and/or the advance movement time 
of the measuring element, and whereby a tensioning device for the measuring 
element is arranged between the measuring device and the second end, or at 
the second end, to tighten the measuring element between the first end and 
the measuring device prior to a deployment of the airbag. 

2. The airbag module according to claim 1 , wherein the tensioning 
device for the measuring element is a second tape or cord shaped element, 
which is connected to the measuring element within the airbag module and 
projects out of an airbag housing. 

3. The airbag module according to claim 2, wherein the second 
element is connected to the measuring element in a detachable manner. 

4. The airbag module according to claim 1 , wherein the tensioning 
device for the measuring element is a spring-like tensioning device. 

5. The airbag module according to claim 4, wherein the spring-like 
tensioning device comprises a locking device. 

6. The airbag module according to claim 1 , wherein the storage device 
for the measuring element is a sleeve or sheath. 

7. The airbag module according to claim 6, wherein the sleeve or 
sheath defines at least one longitudinally extending chamber. 
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8. The airbag module according to claim 6, wherein the measuring 
element is arranged in the sleeve or sheath in a single layer. 

9. The airbag module according to claim 6, wherein the sleeve or 
sheath comprises several parts along a longitudinal direction thereof. 

10. The airbag module according to claim 6, wherein the sleeve or 
sheath is flexible and/or spiral shaped. 

1 1 . The airbag module according to claim 6, wherein the sleeve or 
sheath is connected directly to an airbag module housing. 

12. The airbag module according to claim 1 , wherein the airbag 
module comprises a deceleration device for decelerating the movement of the 
measuring element. 

13. The airbag module according to claim 12, wherein the deceleration 
device is arranged to interact with the measuring device. 

14. The airbag module according to claim 12, wherein the deceleration 
device is arranged on the storage device. 

15. The airbag module according to claim 14, wherein the deceleration 
device is an indented region of the sleeve or sheath. 

16. The airbag module according to claim 14, wherein the deceleration 
device is a spring loaded bracket. 

17. The airbag module according to claim 14, wherein the deceleration 
device is a roughened inner surface of the sleeve or sheath. 

18. The airbag module according to claim 1 , wherein the measuring 
element is provided with a detectable code, which can be detected by the 
measuring device in a capacitive, inductive, optical or mechanical manner. 

19. The airbag module according to claim 1, wherein the airbag 
module has a test opening therein to check the tightened state of the 
measuring element by a test device. 

20. The airbag module according to claim 19, wherein the measuring 
element comprises a code for indicating its tightened state, which in the 
tightened state of the measuring element is aligned with the test opening. 
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21 . The airbag module according to claim 1 , wherein the tightened 
state of the measuring element can be controlled by the measuring device. 

22. The airbag module according to claim 1, wherein the second end 
of the measuring element comprises a code. 
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